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Guidelines for work as an interpreter

Comenius Regio SPICE project

Use the services of
interpreters
even though one parent
speaks and understands
the translated language.

Look
at the speaker,
not the interpreter.

You
direct
the interview,

not
the interpreter.

Children
should not
be used
as interpreters for

adults
at formal
meetings.

The interpreter
must adjust his or her

style
to the style of the speaker.

An interpreter
must translate

ALL
that is said
in a conversation.

Interpreters
may not take

sides.

Interpreters do not bear

responsibility
for information being
true or right.

An interpreter should
not take the initiative in

answering
questions.Give interpreters a chance to

prepare
themselves for interviews by

introducing them to
expected terminology. Talk directly to the

speaker
through the interpreter.

If an interpreter is

not used
to interpreting,
be sure that he or she
understands how
it should be done.

“I expect my child
to receive a good

education
at this school, and then

go to secondary school.”
The interpreter repeats
what is said in the
first person.

“What expectations
do you have of the school?”

Example:

Example of answer:

Interpreters may not

show
their own opinions
when interpreting.

Interpreters must
let you know
should they be unable
to follow these rules.

Interpreters must observe complete

confidentiality.



• Children should not be used as interpreters for
   adults at formal meetings.
• Use the services of interpreters even though one
   parent speaks and understands the translated
   language.
• Give interpreters a chance to prepare themselves
   for interviews by introducing them to expected
   terminology.
• You direct the interview, not the interpreter.
• Look at the speaker, not the interpreter.
• The interpreter must adjust his or her style to the
   style of the speaker.
• An interpreter must translate all that is said in a
   conversation.
• Interpreters may not take sides.
• Talk directly to the speaker through the interpreter.
• If an interpreter is not used to interpreting, be sure
   that he or she understands how it should be done.
   Example: "What expectations do you have of the
   school?" Example of answer: "I expect my child to
   receive a good education at this school, and then
   go to secondary school." The interpreter repeats
   what is said in the first person.
• Interpreters do not bear responsibility for
   information being true or right.
• Interpreters must observe complete confidentiality.
• An interpreter should not take the initiative in
   answering questions.
• Interpreters may not show their own opinions when
   interpreting.
• Interpreters must let you know should they be
   unable to follow these rules.

Game instructions:

A game of Tic-Tac-Toe. Pairs of players agree on
an empty cross in which to mark an X or an O.

The players take turns reading the accompanying
sentences as they continue on to the next match,
until all of the crosses are finished.


